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come to my attention that Tracy Della Vecchia
has formed a network in order for families of
those deployed in the United States Marine
Corps to stay connected and informed.

When Operation Iraqi Freedom began, Tra-
cy’s son, Derrick Johnson, was in marine
basic training. Like so many others, he was
deployed to Iraq after training. Not long into
Derrick’s tour Tracy met several other mothers
with concerns similar to her own, and it was
after this meeting that she decided to create
www.marineparents.com. The website was de-
signed for others to reach out through chat
rooms in order to post questions and get an-
swers from other families that have been in
the same situations and circumstances. Since
creating this forum in 2003, Tracy has spent
countless hours organizing, sorting, and send-
ing care packages to marines who are serving
in Iraq.

Tracy Della Vecchia formed this organiza-
tion with the intention of making a difference,
and the care packages she has mailed have
done just that. Recently, she sent hundreds of
AA batteries for personal CD players; how-
ever, the batteries were put to use in night vi-
sion goggles when the unit's supply was ex-
hausted. Personal hygiene and first aid items
have also been included in care packages;
however, they were used in combat situations
to ease the pain of the wounded.

Madam Speaker, | know the Members of
the House will join me in thanking Tracy Della
Vecchia for all that she does for the United
States Marine Corps and the men and women
who are currently serving overseas.
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the accomplishments
that Special Agent Ernest A. Simon has made
to the safety and security of our Nation. Mr.
Simon currently serves as the Executive As-
sistant Director for Criminal Investigations or
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service
(NCIS), and is a member of the Senior Execu-
tive Service. Special Agent Simon is retiring
from federal service after an illustrious 31 year
career in federal law enforcement.

Special Agent Simon began his career with
the Naval Investigative Service (NIS) in Octo-
ber 1975 following his graduation from San
Diego State University. From December 1978
to December 1980, Mr. Simon was assigned
to the NCIS Office in Guam, after which
served as Staff Assistant to the Regional Di-
rector for Operations of the NIS Regional Of-
fice New York. In 1982, Mr. Simon was ap-
pointed Assistant Special Agent in Charge
(ASAC) of the NIS Newport, Rhode Island Of-
fice, and in 1984 he returned to New York City
as ASAC of the NIS Office in New York.

In 1986, Mr. Simon transferred back to the
West Coast as Special Agent in Charge (SAC)
of the NIS Office in Miramar, California, and
named SAC of the newly-formed San Diego
Regional Fraud Unit, a highly specialized of-
fice that focuses on major procurement fraud
investigations. In 1990, Mr. Simon transferred
to NISHQ, as a Division Head of the Fraud
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Department, as part of the reorganization of
NIS to NCIS; Mr. Simon was named Deputy
Assistant Director for Fraud in the Criminal In-
vestigations Directorate in 1993. In 1996, Mr.
Simon was appointed Assistant Director for
Government Liaison & Public Affairs and sub-
sequently named Assistant Director for Crimi-
nal Investigations.

In July 2001, Mr. Simon was appointed to
the Senior Executive Service as the Executive
Assistant Director (EAD) for Pacific Oper-
ations, headquartered in San Diego, CA. In
this capacity, he served as the primary focal
point for major Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mands on all force protection, investigations
and operations affecting the Pacific region and
supervised seven NCIS Field Offices. In April
2006, Mr. Simon was again transferred back
to NCIS Headquarters to serve in his current
position as EAD for Criminal Investigations.

By promoting results-oriented strategies, as
well as focusing on those crime problems that
are known to have a debilitating effect on
operational readiness or, have the potential to
precipitate a serious international political inci-
dent, Executive Assistant Director Simon has
made the criminal investigations program as a
model program for how federal law enforce-
ment should operate in today’s high impact
and highly charged threat environment.

Mr. Simon’s career has been marked by
sustained progression, significant challenges
and numerous successes. He has earned the
reputation over the years of being a stellar in-
vestigator who steadfastly adheres to the high-
est ethical standards of the law enforcement
profession, and most importantly, an accom-
plished and dedicated leader. He will long be
remembered as a leader who was deliberate
and always maintained a sense of compassion
and understanding for the people of NCIS.
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